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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN LIVING STANDARDS 

Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, I advise that today I received within the prescribed time a 
letter from the Leader of the Opposition in the following terms —  

I wish to raise the following as a matter of public interest today. 

“That this House condemns the Premier for his decisions to attack the living standards and quality of 
life of Western Australians.” 

Yours sincerely, 

ERIC RIPPER MLA 
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

Members, the matter appears to me to be in order, and if at least five members will stand in support of the matter 
being discussed, and they have, the matter can proceed. 

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [3.09 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the Premier for his decisions to attack the living standards and quality of life 
of Western Australians. 

During question time we saw an arrogant Premier speak in complete ignorance of the way in which Western 
Australians live today. What he said about air conditioning was completely out of touch with the realities of life 
in the hot eastern suburbs. I want to tell the Premier that it might not be the case in Cottesloe, but as I travel 
about the eastern suburbs I see many smaller, obviously less valuable properties with air conditioning, because it 
is hot and they are a long way from the beach, and people care about that. The Premier’s comments in question 
time today were arrogant and out of touch. 

This government’s huge increase in utility costs is robbery in company. The first offender is the Premier of this 
state, and the second offender is the former Treasurer, the member for Vasse. The first offender now wants to 
bring the second offender back to the scene of the crime. It is interesting that at last the Premier has decided to 
stay in the house during debate on a matter of public interest on this issue. All too often during the past weeks of 
Parliament, the Premier has scuttled out of the house whenever the opposition has raised the issues of the cost of 
living and people’s living standards. He has tried to avoid accountability and to contemptuously dismiss the 
opposition’s attempts to argue on behalf of ordinary Western Australians that this government is hurting them 
with its savage electricity bill increases. At last the Premier has decided to stay, and he now has to justify and 
explain his 46 per cent increase in electricity prices, his almost 30 per cent increase in water prices, and the other 
things he has done. 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: The member for Vasse has no credibility. Until he starts telling the truth to parliamentary 
committees, the opposition will not accept any comment from him. We will not take any comment from him 
until he can demonstrate that he can tell the truth. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Thank you, member for Vasse and Leader of the Opposition. I 
do not want to start calling people in this debate. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: He’s got the biggest voice yet you’re not going to name him first! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I am going to start with you, member for Perth. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: There are double standards in this house! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I call you for the first time. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: He went to town and you did nothing! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I call you for the second time. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Double standards. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I call you for the third time. 
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Mr E.S. RIPPER: Not only must the Premier justify the harm he has done to Western Australian families, he 
also needs to explain his future price increases for electricity and water. The Premier cannot have it both ways; 
he cannot offer soft words in press conferences and then put tough figures in the budget papers. What appears in 
the budget papers must back up what he says at press conferences, and vice versa. He is telling us that there will 
be only modest increases in utility costs next year; meanwhile, his own financial plan includes assumptions of a 
22.3 per cent increase in electricity and an 8.4 per cent increase in water. It is the case that, particularly in the 
eastern suburbs, people will have to choose between funding the cost of Christmas and funding their air 
conditioning through the summer. Pensioners in my electorate will be forced to make a decision: how much will 
they spend on entertaining their families, and how much will they have to keep aside for the $272 cost of running 
an air conditioner in one room over the summer? They will be forced to make that choice. When they go out to 
play the traditional game of Christmas backyard cricket, despite the huge increase in water prices, they will find 
that their lawn is in pretty poor condition as a result of the water restrictions that this government has imposed. 

The Premier is deceiving the public; he is not telling the truth. He is saying that there will be only modest 
increases, when his own financial plan has huge price increase assumptions. I want the government to 
understand that there is real community anger about this. The government seems to be in a state of denial about 
the real views of people in our community. The opposition has run a campaign on this issue, and we have had 
hundreds, indeed thousands, of these postcards returned to us. It is the biggest community response that I have 
ever seen in my 22 years in Parliament. There is huge community anger about this; the public supports our 
Enough is Enough campaign and blames the Premier, who is now absent from the chamber, for what is going on. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I am not hesitant at all about calling members on either side. I want to hear the 
Leader of the Opposition; members will get their chance to reply. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, Leader of the National Party. I call you for the first time. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Here he is; the Premier has come back for the debate. 

Let me tell members what some of these people have been saying. In a postcard from Charles, 77, and Joanna, 
73, of Bedford, they asked why they, as pensioners, did not profit from the state doing so well. Jane from 
Dianella said that she could no longer keep up or guarantee that she would be able to pay her gas bill, despite 
frugal living. Arlene from Port Kennedy asked why she was paying more to use less. Another person who 
returned a postcard wrote that the Premier’s ugly increases were coming close to forcing him to sell his home, 
and that gas was also at a painful price. Yet another one wrote to say that he was a pensioner, that the increases 
were hurting very much, and that there would be no more steak for dinner. Finally, just to make sure that 
government members understand that this is hurting Western Australian families, another person wrote, very 
simply, that she was a single mum and that things were not getting any easier. This is hurting Western Australian 
families, and the Premier has to take responsibility for that. 

The opposition contacted the Office of Energy and looked at its figures; we spoke to the Australian Consumers’ 
Association and we calculated the figures. People such as mothers at home with young children or elderly people 
need to run their air conditioning for a significant time, and it is going to cost them, over summer, $272 to run 
one air conditioner in one room. Our assumptions in making those calculations were very conservative. That is 
the sort of cost that the government is imposing on the people of this state, but the Premier’s answer in question 
time was quite frankly of the “let them eat cake” variety. It was an appalling answer and was completely out of 
touch. 

It is not only electricity prices. Electricity prices are just part of a pattern of outrageous revenue raising. The 
government has ripped off the utilities with dividend payments, and has forced the utilities to rip off Western 
Australian families; that is what is going on. It is a double rip-off; first of all, rip off the utilities, then get the 
utilities to rip off the people of the state. It is not confined to electricity prices alone. The government has raised 
the emergency services levy; it has withdrawn budget money from the Fire and Emergency Services Authority 
and increased the levy, so the burden is passed to Western Australian families. Because they get the bill with 
their local government rates, the government hopes that they will blame local government. It is the same with the 
waste levy; the government has withdrawn money from the Department of Environment and Conservation, then 
increased the waste levy. It then hopes that because the increases are on the local government bill, local 
government will cop the political blame for its revenue raising. 

The tragedy of all this is that it is not as if people are going to get a better electricity service; the government is 
under-investing in the electricity network. There is a $650 million gap between what the Economic Regulation 
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Authority says is required efficient investment in our network, and the investment that the government has 
allocated. This is the third or fourth time I have raised this issue in Parliament, and my statement has never been 
contradicted or challenged by the government. The government’s arrogant silence on this issue speaks volumes. 
It will not even deal with what I think is an important argument: that it is underspending on the electricity 
network. Premier, underspending on the electricity network has consequences. They might not be immediate, but 
ultimately there will be more fires like the Toodyay fires and there will be more blackouts as a result of this 
government’s underspending on the electricity network. People are therefore paying through the nose for a more 
dangerous system and for a system that is deteriorating. We have been here before. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You have. You lost the power supply. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: The Premier has been there—in 1994, my friend. The Premier presided over the worst 
breakdown in the electricity system in the entire history of the state in 1994, and he did not take ministerial 
responsibility. I remember that he blamed his agency; that is what he did. 

We have been here before. The crisis that we had in February 2004 was due to the previous lack of investment in 
the electricity network. That is what caused the blackout. Cause one was the Premier’s sweating of the assets 
when he was the Minister for Energy in the run-up to the election in 2001. That finally had a consequence in 
2004 because there are long lead times in the electricity system. The second cause of the events in 2004—which 
were in effect a shortage of gas with electricity consequences rather than a straight electricity shortage—was that 
man, the Premier, privatised the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. He sold it to a failing company. There 
was a dodgy behind-the-scenes deal on tariffs, which could not be honoured because it was contrary to the law, 
and that company refused to invest in the expansion of the gas pipeline. 

Therefore the Premier’s lack of investment in the electricity system and his dodgy privatisation of the Dampier 
to Bunbury natural gas pipeline were the causes of those events in 2004. I say that only because I want to 
demonstrate to the public that there are consequences from the lack of investment in the electricity network, and 
the Premier is going to visit those consequences on the state once again. He has done it already, he has form, and 
he is doing it again. He is asking people to pay through the nose and he is not investing in the system. 

What the Premier must do is freeze the increases. He has done enough—46 per cent on electricity in two years 
and 30 per cent on water. He must say, “Enough is enough, we’re going to freeze the increases.” He has to do 
more than say it; he has to put it in his financial plan. I am fed up with and sick of the Premier deceiving the 
public of Western Australia. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Go home, little boy! Go cry in the corner somewhere! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: It makes me angry to see the way in which he misleads the public and fails to tell the truth. It 
is time that the Premier backed up his press releases and it is time that he backed up his thought bubbles at press 
conferences with real figures in the budget. It is deceptive, it is misleading and it is unbecoming of someone in 
the Premier’s position not to put figures in the midyear review financial plan that back up what he is trying to tell 
the public in his press releases. Enough is enough, Premier. He must freeze the increases and put those 
assumptions into his own financial plan. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.23 pm]: The Premier’s performance in this place in the past couple of 
weeks has been nothing short of perhaps the most arrogant performance of a Premier that I think Western 
Australians have seen for quite some time. The Premier can mock the Leader of the Opposition with his 
statement that he should go cry in the corner, as though the Leader of the Opposition’s feelings for Western 
Australians are not real. The Premier can mock the Leader of the Opposition with his performance in question 
time today asking when air conditioning has become an essential service and he can mock the Leader of the 
Opposition with his statements that he can live off the pension. The Premier can live off his pension but I doubt 
that he could live off the pension that pensioners in my electorate and all across Western Australia are living off. 
The Premier has told the Leader of the Opposition to get his values right. This from the man who cut payments 
to Redress WA! This from the man who cut funding for paupers’ funerals! It was only a backlash from the 
people of Western Australia that forced him to reverse that decision. The only person in this place that has his 
morals and values wrong is the Premier. I think the Premier knows that the decision he has made in respect of 
fees and charges is biting him. It is coming back to bite him, it is biting all his backbenchers and it is simply a 
matter of who tells the truth. Who is out there telling the truth to the people of Western Australia? 

It is worth having a look at the transcript of some of the radio interviews that the Liberal Party ran during the 
2008 election campaign. I will quote from one — 
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I mean if he couldn’t make things work with eight years of boom, what’s going to happen now that 
things are slowing down, prices are rising and interest rates are up. 

Another one — 

Strange, but I haven’t seen Alan Carpenter running ads talking about how the cost of electricity will 
increase by 72%. 72%! 

My power bill will almost double, how does he expect us to pay for that? 

What the Premier did by those ads was clearly give the impression to the people of Western Australia that under 
him electricity prices, water prices and the standard of living for all Western Australians were not going to 
increase dramatically. That is exactly what the Premier did, which is why we are seeing these sorts of responses 
here. 

I have with me a small sample of some comments from people in Victoria Park. I am probably going to find one 
from the member for North West in here somewhere; I know that he will be upset when he is shopping on 
Sunday in Vic Park and wondering why it is that his fees and charges have gone up. But, Premier, I will quote 
from a few people. According to my notes, Ms Watson said — 

Everything has gone up except wages. We were hurting before, now we’re desperate. Very much so. I 
am hurting as I am a sole breadwinner. Definitely. I have to lean on my family. The increases are 
crushing. 

According to my notes, Ms Smith of Carlisle, a single pensioner, said — 

Very much so; gas too. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We know another great legacy from the member for Cottesloe was with gas and the sale of 
Alinta. Another comment, according to my notes, was — 

I am on the disability pension. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: It’s all in the same handwriting! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, Leader of the National Party, they are not in the same handwriting. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: These are comments from real people and they are from your electorate, Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr J.M. Francis) — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: And they are from the electorates of members opposite. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: And they are from Riverton. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Thousands, Mr Acting Speaker—thousands from all over the electorates of government 
members. I have got some from the electorate of the member for Ocean Reef and I have got some from your 
electorate in Nedlands, Mr Leader of the National Party. I have got some from Nedlands even—from his 
electorate. It is extraordinary! Is there a National Party member who actually lives in the bloody regions? It is 
outrageous! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Mr Acting Speaker, the member for Vasse yelled out to the Leader of the Opposition, “What 
did you say?” I will quote from the 2008–09 budget. I know that the member for Vasse is up there in his seat 
flicking furiously through the budget. I will quote from page 96 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook of the 
2008–09 budget — 

In response to the Office of Energy’s Electricity Retail Market Review … Draft Recommendations 
Paper released on 4 April 2008, the Government announced a transition to cost reflective tariffs for non-
contestable customers … which includes households and small businesses, from 2009–10. This 
involves a 10% increase in 2009–10, with further annual increases to be phased in over a six to eight-
year period. 

It goes on — 
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The CSO — 

That is, community service obligation — 

… is estimated at approximately $273 million in 2009–10, $291 million in 2010–11 and $215 million in 
2011–12. The cumulative value over the forward estimates is $779 million. 

The former government made the decision to ensure that the people of Western Australia would not experience 
46 per cent increases in electricity in two years. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That was a decision made by the Leader of the Opposition when he was Treasurer to protect 
people in the Deputy Premier’s electorate—people who the Deputy Premier does not seem to care about and 
people he does not get up in this place and advocate for. I am sure I have some comments from his electorate 
here as well. 

As the Leader of the Opposition said, the Premier has form; he is sweating the assets. That is what is going on. 
The wonderful thing about the freedom of information applications is that occasionally something slips through 
the net and occasionally we get something back. We saw in the most recent budget what the Premier has done. 
He is gouging families and saying, “How do I get that money back into consolidated revenue? I’ll increase the 
dividends payable by the utilities.” The smash-and-grab continues. 

It is interesting to note that the Premier makes the point that it is all about controlling the infrastructure—
controlling where the government is spending its capital. But, interestingly, that is not exactly what Western 
Power is saying internally. It makes a couple of points, and I will read from an email from someone called Mr 
Hutchinson within Western Power — 

We need to reduce debt by $964M across the years 2012/13 and 2013/14 to come back to DTF’s 
position in the SDP 2009. 

The SDP is the strategic development plan. Then there is a letter from the Minister for Energy to the chair of 
Western Power, Mr Barnaba, stating that if Western Power — 

… requires additional borrowings to finance the dividend payment, you will need to request an increase 
in your borrowing limit to the Department of Treasury and Finance. 

What is going on now is that Western Power is borrowing to pay the increased dividend, at the same time that 
the Department of Treasury and Finance is saying that it has got to pay off $1 billion in debt over the next three 
years. This is the reality of the Premier sweating the assets. The documents also go on to show what was 
motivating the Premier to increase those dividends. Again, this is another Western Power submission from the 
executive to the board — 

Government however was unwilling to support a change from the dividend policy — 

Because Western Power got back to the government and said that it probably could not handle what the 
government proposed — 

as part of the Mid Year Review process, due to the following: 

(a) it was considered outside the scope of the allowable parameter adjustments; 

(b) General Government operating surplus was already under pressure … 

There is one reason and one reason only that the Premier increased the dividend payments payable by the 
utilities. He wanted to increase the smash-and-grab on Western Australian families to ensure his government’s 
spending was being financed by these backdoor taxes that he is imposing on Western Australian families. That is 
the reality. What we are seeing here are thousands and thousands and thousands of real people, Western 
Australians, who have had enough. They have had an absolute gutful of being looked to as an alternative revenue 
source for the government. 

We made the decision when we were last in government to protect families from outrageous rises and to protect 
their standard of living. This government, facing the largest amount of revenue received by any state 
government, has made the decision to attack Western Australian families and to ensure that, as the summer 
months approach, the thousands of pensioners who have filled in these forms cannot afford to keep their air 
conditioning on and cannot afford to water their gardens simply because this Premier, in his arrogant, petulant 
and nasty way has decided he could live off a pension. Enough is simply enough. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.31 pm]: I read with great interest this matter of public interest. 
It had a ring of familiarity about it but there was one expression that was different from those in previous 
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motions. It refers to an attack on living standards and then it adds “and the quality of life of Western 
Australians”, implying that this government is attacking the quality of life of Western Australians. I ask 
members to think what would be the quality of life of Western Australians if the Labor Party was in government 
and the Leader of the Opposition was Premier. What would the quality of life be? Let me paint a picture of the 
quality of life of Western Australians under a Ripper government. What would we have? We would have 
brothels in the suburbs and towns of this state. That was Labor policy. Does that improve the quality of life of 
Western Australians? I do not think so. Labor had open slather on brothels, prostitution and pimps. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are all yelling and screaming. Is their laissez-faire approach on prostitution no longer 
their policy? 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Thank you, member for Armadale! I tried to ensure that the 
previous two speakers were heard in as much silence as was possible, and I would expect the same right to be 
extended to the Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That affects the quality of life, and not for the better. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Let us look at another aspect of quality of life. One of the greatest forces of devastation in 
our community is drugs. What is Labor’s policy? We would still have people growing two cannabis plants per 
adult per household under the Labor policy. Whose quality of life suffers? It is the drug dealers. The only quality 
of life that will diminish is that of the drug dealers. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! It is getting ridiculous. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The interjections are getting ridiculous. I am going to start calling people. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: That is the second time today, member for Girrawheen. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will tell the member for Girrawheen what I will talk about. One of the qualities of life 
that has improved under this government is that prisoners on transfer are safe—something she ignored and failed 
to do as a minister. On the policy of the other side, we get prostitution and pimps, home-grown cannabis and 
drug dealers, and we get a lack of public investment in prisoner safety. There is a wide difference in policy. 

Let me tell members some of the other things about quality of life. Let us talk about Esperance. One of the worst 
failings on environmental management happened under Labor, under Hon Alannah MacTiernan, the minister, 
who failed to act and failed to exercise her ministerial responsibility, as a result of which we had the lead 
pollution of Esperance. That is something the Labor Party is in denial about. This government cleaned up 
Esperance. It spent millions and millions of dollars in restoring the environment and investing in infrastructure. 
That was something that the Labor Party ignored. On drugs, on prostitution and on environment, there are big 
differences. 

Let us go to some of the lighter issues. Under a Liberal–National government, people can go shopping in Perth 
until nine o’clock at night. That affects quality of life. People are allowed to shop and go out to spend money. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. I do not know what I have to do to make people behave. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: Sit him down! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Joondalup; that is the second time today! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Under this government, seniors can travel free on public transport. There are seven million 
such trips a year. Their quality of life is a lot better. People in country areas have got an improved Royal Flying 
Doctor Service—an institution the Labor Party described as an “interest group”. It is a 74-year-old institution, 
which is just an interest group to Labor. This government and this minister funded the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and the patient assisted travel scheme. Where is the member for Perth when you want him? People in his 
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electorate can now continue to know that they have an emergency department and outpatient services because 
there will continue to be a Royal Perth Hospital under this government. There was going to be no Royal Perth 
Hospital under members opposite. They dare to come into this house and talk about attacks on quality of life. No 
government would have attacked the quality of life and the values of the people of Western Australia more than 
a government of the Ripper clan. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. Member for Forrestfield and member for Kwinana, both for the 
first time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Let us look at recreational activities. Only a couple of weeks ago the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra came here. For music lovers it was the highlight of their life. Some 10 000 people around the state got 
to watch it. I am not a revhead, but the member for Wanneroo is. For revheads, V8 Supercars are back for a five-
year contract, courtesy of a Liberal–National government, and the track is going to be upgraded. That is about 
the quality of life for Western Australians. What did Labor do? It did absolutely nothing. 

On a serious topic, for the first time there has been a Mental Health Commissioner and a dedicated Minister for 
Mental Health. What did Labor do? It did absolutely nothing for eight years. Opposition members talk about 
quality of life. They did absolutely nothing. The list goes on. The number of young people in training programs 
has gone up by 32 per cent in the past year. The quality of life and the opportunities for those young people are 
far, far better under this government. Let us look at the Kimberley and the Ord River scheme, which is a great 
project led by the Minister for Regional Development. There are 50 young Aboriginal people working on the 
project. What has happened to their quality of life? I think it has improved. They have now got real 
opportunities, real pride and real dignity. Labor members are a hapless, inept, divided, disgruntled and miserable 
group—look at them; they are hopeless! They come in here and bring a motion on about the quality of life.  

In September 2008 the people of Western Australia made a very clear decision about their lives and they got a 
Liberal government. It just goes on and on. Where do we stop? Never, ever have I seen a leader of a political 
party so comfortable as the Leader of the Opposition, so destined to stay there and never to come back to this 
side of the house, because Western Australia does not deserve someone who is incompetent and inept and who 
basically fails to stand up for this state. He is the only state development minister ever to lose a project—not to 
China, not to America—to Darwin. He has set a new standard for ineptitude. I could go on but many members 
on this side want to talk about the achievements of this government.  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.40 pm]: Again today we have heard the breathtaking arrogance of this 
government and of the Premier. Again, he confirmed that 90 per cent of what he says is wrong or lies—90 per 
cent of what he says is wrong or lies.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Are you going to pay that $170 000 back?  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: How is the Premier’s super? How is the Premier’s $2 million? Is he going to go to the new 
super scheme? Come on; is he going on it?  

Mr C.J. Barnett: I am not.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Premier said today, “Air conditioning; who needs it?” Does the Premier have air 
conditioning in his car? Does he have air conditioning in his office? People such as pensioners are in their homes 
all day, not in air-conditioned offices, and they do not drive around in air-conditioned Calais; they are in their 
homes struggling with the heat. Young mothers are home struggling with the heat. Women with new babies are 
at home struggling with the heat. What absolute arrogance for the Premier to say, “My house in Cottesloe 
doesn’t have air conditioning.” The Premier should turn off the air conditioning in his office and take the air 
conditioning out of his car if he wants to stand by those sorts of claims. What absolute arrogance to say that air 
conditioning —  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you have air conditioning in your house?  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I have a 10-month-old baby; of course I do. He should take the air conditioning out of his 
office and his car. He should tell everyone in Western Australia to take out their air conditioners because under a 
Liberal government it is too expensive to have them. Is that what he is saying? Is he saying that all Western 
Australians should get rid of their air conditioning because it is too expensive? That is what he is saying. I reflect 
upon what he said in 2004 on air conditioning.  

Several members interjected.  
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In 2004 he said in this place — 

Think of the stories that were heard in our electorates and on talkback radio of young mothers with 
children who did not have power during these days of hot weather. Young couples had bought homes 
and put in airconditioning but could not use it.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: He’s just a hypocrite. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Acting Speaker — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Leader of the House, I do not need the point of order; I heard the 
comment. Member for Joondalup, please stand up and withdraw.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I withdraw.  

Debate Resumed 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It continues — 

Elderly people in nursing homes were distressed because they did not have airconditioning and were 
made uncomfortable unnecessarily.  

In 2004 air conditioning was a necessity; now it is a luxury. During the debate with the Leader of the Opposition, 
the Premier claimed that in 1994 he took responsibility for the power blackout.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: I did.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: An article in The West Australian of 25 March 1994 reads — 

The State Government ordered a full report and Energy Minister Colin Barnett blamed the weather and 
not staff cuts for the chaos. 

… 

Outside State Parliament yesterday, Mr Barnett said the combination of a four-month drought, humidity 
of up to 99 per cent and a spate of bushfires had led to a build-up of dust and salt on transmission lines 
which made the blackout inevitable.  

It was going to happen; it was inevitable.  

An opposition member: It was the blackout we had to have. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was. The Premier said he did not accept responsibility and ruled out compensation for 
businesses. Another lie. Again and again in this place 90 per cent of what he says is wrong or a lie.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: You said it’s a lie, didn’t you? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I did. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That terminology is not permitted in this house and I ask the member to withdraw it.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you members. Member for West Swan, I think I heard you say it. If you did, I 
am going to ask you to withdraw it.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I did not call him a liar; I did say he lied. If that is unparliamentary, I withdraw. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, we need an unconditional withdrawal. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I withdraw that comment. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, one at a time.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Acting Speaker, you are quite right, but as the member for West Swan got up to 
withdraw the comment, the member for Pilbara accused the Premier of lying and I ask that he withdraw also.  
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, Leader of the House. Member for Pilbara, I did not hear that, but if you 
did make that comment —  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: I withdraw. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you.  

Debate Resumed 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Premier comes in here and talks about brothels. What has this government done about 
brothels? Nothing. Has it closed down a brothel? No. As the member for Girrawheen said, the number of drug 
laboratories in Western Australia is increasing. This is a Premier who says anything and does nothing. We have 
seen it year upon year. He says anything and does nothing. He expects us not to check. He goes through day by 
day expecting people not to check on what he says. Well, they do. They realise that in 90 per cent of cases what 
he says is wrong. As I said, this is a government that has its priorities wrong. It is okay to invest public funding 
into Oakajee and it is okay to subsidise overseas mining companies, but it is not okay to subsidise families and 
pensioners. It is okay to pour millions of dollars into his electorate but it is not okay to subsidise families and 
pensioners. Leader of the National Party it is okay to fund talking toilets and plastic cows, but it is not okay —  

Mr B.J. Grylls: Too right it’s okay and I look forward to telling you exactly what we are doing with royalties 
for regions.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is okay to fund talking toilets and plastic cows, but it is not okay —  

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Regional Development.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Minister for Regional Development is out of touch if he does not think these increases 
in household charges — 

An opposition member interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. As each day goes by, the Leader of the National Party is more and more out of touch. 
He sits there laughing continuously about fees and charges and does not have the guts to stand up and explain his 
government’s action. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: I will. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I look forward to hearing him explain the increases in fees and charges.  

As we said, the government has its priorities all wrong. It is okay to subsidise mining companies; it is okay to 
pour millions of dollars into the Premier’s electorate; it is okay to fund talking toilets and plastic cows; but it is 
not okay to subsidise families and pensioners. This is what is happening under this government. It is somehow a 
horrible thought to subsidise pensioners and families. Another hot summer is imminent, and as happened during 
last winter when we heard that pensioners were unable to turn on their heating, they will not be able to afford to 
turn on their air conditioning. That will mean suffering for normal people living in their households trying to get 
by. This government does not care.  

Opposition members: Hear, hear!  

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [3.48 pm]: I would like to point out that the subsidising 
of families the member for West Swan talked about comes from exactly the same families who pay state taxes 
and charges. It does not come from some mystery box.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: It comes from payroll tax.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: It comes out of all the taxes. Pensioners as well as others pay taxes that end up with this 
government.  

I want to clarify a few of the comments that have been made by members of the opposition when they spoke 
about this huge impost on families through rises in utility charges. I might emphasise here that I am not talking 
about single families or pensioners, only because I do not have those figures. I do have figures for the average 
household, consisting of two adults and two children. I want to quote from an article that outlines the changes in 
utility prices, particularly electricity prices, that this government has brought in because of the actions of the 
former government. The opposition would have us believe that that component of a standard bill of any 
household creates a huge impost for the average family. I am saying that it does not. I will explain why. My first 
evidence comes from an article in The Weekend West of Saturday, 13 November, which was just recently. It has 
a table showing the average weekly necessities for a family of four and goes through the average costs for those 
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families, which are: mortgage and insurance, $545; food, $250, which includes dining in and dining out; 
electricity, up to $27; gas, up to $11; council rates, up to $20; water rates and charges, $10; phone and internet, 
$50; medical cover, $44; car loans, $145; and car running costs, which is for two cars, $145 per week. When we 
add up the cost per week of all the utilities of government, it comes to just under $50. That is about the same as it 
costs each week to run a phone. It costs the same to pay for all of a family’s utilities as it costs to pay for the 
phone. It is about the same as it costs for medical cover, one-fifth of what is spent on food and far less than what 
is spent on running a car. I say once again that it costs $50 a week for the phone and internet. The cost of utilities 
for each family represents a very small percentage of total cost.  

What do people get for $50 a week? They get to switch on the lights, they get sewerage, they get to turn on the 
taps to get water, and they get to turn on the gas so the stove works. An average family gets all those things for 
$50 per week, which represents a very small component of the total household bill. What were those increases? 
How much did those charges go up? I have in front of me the Western Australian Council of Social Service 
report entitled “The Rising Cost of Living in WA” that was published in August 2010. It shows that the average 
weekly income per household in July 2010 was $882 and the average 12-month increase in total utility charges 
was $6 a week. That means that 1.3 per cent of total weekly income is accounted for by that increase in utility 
charges. The total increase in disposable income was $29 per week, weekly income went up by $45 and total 
expenses across the range of household expenses went up by $16 per week. The report states — 

Figures show that from 2009 to 2010, expenses for the WACOSS Household Model have increased by 
approximately $16 per week, or 2.33%. During the same period, income levels for minimum wage 
earners in WA have increased by $45 per week, or 5.37%. 

In a 12-month period, the family’s disposable income has increased by $29 per week, or 19 per cent. There has 
been a 19 per cent increase in disposable charges. For the opposition to suggest that the increase in utility 
charges by this government represents a significant increase in the cost of running a house in this state is quite 
clearly wrong.  

I want to talk briefly about health. What things have increased in health services — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We have very little time, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Thank you, member for Mandurah. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I wanted to talk briefly about some of the areas in which the health services in this state have 
improved significantly under a Liberal government. First, I want to talk about waiting list surgery numbers. The 
number of people who have had surgery after being on the waitlist in this state has increased by record numbers 
this year. We have a record low number of cases over boundary; for the first time ever it was over 91 per cent. 
We have a record low number of people waiting longer than eight hours for a bed. We have gone—we will see 
this in the figures that come out shortly—from being one of the worst states in Australia to being in the top two, 
if not being the top, in Australia. We are the only state that funds the patient assisted travel scheme to the extent 
we do. All the other ministers and states are extremely jealous of the amount of funding that this state has for 
PATS.  

There was some negative commentary in the newspaper the other day about Western Australia’s BreastScreen 
program. We are the best in Australia. We are the only fully accredited service for breast screening in the whole 
of Australia.  

I was at a Parkinson’s disease function this morning, at which we committed an extra $90 000 for Parkinson’s 
disease. The nurses said that we are the envy of Australia; in fact, they get accolades from around the world. At a 
recent conference in America, a Parkinson’s nurse said to them, “You Aussies do it right”. Western Australia is a 
model for the world in the way we fund Parkinson’s nurses. We funded two of them under the former Liberal 
government and the third under the current Liberal government. We saw absolutely nothing during the seven and 
a half years of Labor government.  

Dr Loh from the anaphylaxis working party wanted me to go to the national conference in Sydney. Sadly, I could 
not go. He said that Western Australia is the envy of every other state and that we are leading Australia in 
anaphylaxis management. The capital investment by this government in hospitals is a record. Our most recent 
announcement was on childcare services; we have committed a record amount compared with the previous 
government. For the opposition to say that the quality of levying under this government has in some way reduced 
is an absolute furphy. It is not true. I have outlined some considerable improvements in health in this state. I 
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think that is a reflection of our commitment in a huge range of areas. Some other government members will also 
be telling this house about the huge improvements we have seen under this government.  

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [3.56 pm]: I would like to reflect again on the issue of 
quality of life and, in particular, look at law and order, prisons, the justice system and the courts. I recall the first 
two tasks that I had as a minister and the first two pieces of legislation that I brought to this place in 2008 after 
the Liberal–National government won the election and we first came to government. The first piece of legislation 
was a bill to compensate 1 730 Western Australians that the previous government had unlawfully and wrongfully 
sent to jail. We have short memories in this place. It is intriguing listening to the member for Warnbro on regular 
occasions talk about people who should not be in jail and people who should be moved out of jail. The 
government of which he was a part jailed 1 730 people unlawfully. What was even more interesting than that is 
that when I came to government and became minister, when the briefings rolled up and I looked at them, I found 
that one of them, to my surprise, showed that the previous government wrongfully jailed 1 730 people, knew 
about it for two years and did nothing. A cynic might say that maybe it was waiting until after the election to 
acknowledge its wrongdoing and failure and compensate those people. Maybe a cynic would take that view. To 
come into this place and talk about the quality of life, why do we not ask those — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Well, people in jail — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Why don’t you ask Andrew Mallard who asked the Liberal government to allow his appeal 
and the Liberal government wouldn’t? They kept him in jail. Why don’t you ask those sorts of people? We paid 
$3 million for your actions.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Have you got that out of your system? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Previously, the member for Mindarie did a great thing to save one man from being 
wrongfully imprisoned and his colleagues then found another 1 730 and popped them in jail for no reason. What 
a wonderful record that was! 

The second piece of legislation was the truth-in-sentencing legislation. That came into play in about 2003. I 
might refer to something that a Supreme Court judge said on the sentencing of Robert Bropho. He said that, with 
a maximum penalty of 20 years, he thought a sentence of 10 years’ imprisonment as the starting point of a 
sentence properly reflected the nature of Mr Bropho’s offending behaviour.  

He then said that it was a matter of considerable regret to him that he was bound by law to reduce that sentence 
by one-third on account of the so-called truth-in-sentencing amendments to the Sentencing Act, by which the 
Parliament of this state had made a mockery of every maximum penalty in the state. Therefore, the second thing 
that we did when we came into government was repeal that absolutely disastrous law, which from that time in 
2003 had brought the criminal justice system into disrepute, and which the former government had done 
absolutely nothing about. What we have done in repealing that law has had a dramatic effect on the quality of 
life of Western Australians, because that law had been part and parcel of what had been a state of disarray in the 
criminal justice system.  

In the past financial year, there has been a decrease of 24 163 in the number of persons in Western Australia who 
have been the victims of crime. That number is more than the number of people in an entire state electorate. 
More than an entire electorate of Western Australian citizens have not been the victims of crime in one financial 
year under this government’s aggressive policing, deterrence and law and order agenda than would have been the 
case if things had remained the same.  

Mr P. Papalia: So that’s your contribution? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Does the member think that is an impressive contribution? 

Mr P. Papalia: And people do not believe you! People do not think they are safer!  

Mr C.C. PORTER: What the member for Warnbro has said—I cannot recall the exact words, but it was along 
these lines—is that the law and order agenda run by this government is bogus, because it is having no impact on 
crime statistics. Does the member still think that is the case? 

Mr P. Papalia: You can say that all you want, but people do not believe you! People are not ringing me up and 
saying how much safer they feel. 

Mr C.C. Porter: The test of this, member for Warnbro, will be at the time of the next election, when the Labor 
Party’s policy of cannibalising the prison budget and reducing the prison population is put to the public, and our 
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policy of aggressive policing and deterrence that reduces crime is put to the public. That will be the test. I will be 
intrigued to know whether the member’s rather, dare I say it, Greens left-ish policy on this issue takes its role in 
the party room. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: Well, 24 000 fewer victims of crime; a decrease in burglaries — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: This is the thing. I have all the Labor backbenchers sidle up to me and tell me that we need 
to be tougher, tell me that the magistrates need to be tougher, tell me that we need to decrease crime, and tell me 
that we need more police. But then in public, in the chamber, it is all a bit more sedate, a bit more welfare-ish 
and caring — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I will say that the Leader of the Opposition is one of the sensible ones. He knows what it 
means — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Order! The Minister for Regional Development. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I had not finished, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Sorry. I beg your pardon.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: Mr Acting Speaker, I thought you were bringing the member for Warnbro to heel. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I was going to. Continue, Attorney General.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: The member for Warnbro’s response is a personal criticism of me because I grew up in 
Wembley Downs! Well, spectacular! The member for Warnbro is the one who is out of touch. If he thinks that 
3 176 fewer residential burglaries, 5 300 fewer instances of property damage, 11 465 fewer instances of theft, 
660 fewer assaults and 132 fewer people robbed is not something that the electors of this state want to see, then 
he is the one who is out of touch. The member for Warnbro should get out there and tell the truth to the 
electorate about what he is proposing, which is to try to reduce the prison population. That will have one 
inevitable effect, and that is to increase crime. 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Acting Speaker, I note that the Leader of the National Party is going to attempt to seek 
the call. I note that you have already give him the call. Under standing orders 85 and 87, a member may not 
speak twice. Mr Acting Speaker, you have given him the call, and the house does not need to be bored any more, 
other than by the non-verbal speech that he gave a moment ago. So I would suggest that under standing orders 85 
and 87, he no longer has any entitlement to speak. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Thank you. I note the point of order. For clarification, member for 
Rockingham, I was going to call the member for Warnbro, but he did go quiet on me. So I will accept the 
confusion. I do not believe the Minister for Regional Development actually got a word out, so I give him the call. 

Debate Resumed 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [4.05 pm]: After two full 
years in government, the biggest charge that the state opposition can lead with against the Liberal–National 
government is that we have put up power prices quicker than it would have done. That is the biggest charge that 
the opposition can lay after two years.  

It had been a great opportunity today to come into the chamber and speak on this motion—we wish we had more 
time—so that every minister on this side could stand up and deliver what the Liberal–National government has 
been all about. As we know, members opposite buggered up the power system, and they had no plan to fix it. 
They support a carbon tax, which will drive up the price of energy extremely. There is no mention of that. All 
they have to show us is a half empty box of pamphlets from the member for Victoria Park. He will not table 
those pamphlets so that we can see that they are actually filled out. I think they have come straight from the 
printer to the Parliament and he has not sent them out. They cannot even fill up a box with complaints. This is 
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after we have been in government for two years. What an absolute disgrace! They cannot even fill up a box! 
Why will the member for Victoria Park not table those pamphlets so that we can compare the Labor Party 
membership database with the names of the people on those cards? Why will the member for Victoria Park not 
table them?  

I will tell the member what I will do. If the member does table them, and if there are some dinkum people who 
are concerned about their power charges, I will write to every single one of them, and I will explain to them why 
power charges have had to go up. I will explain to them how the hardship utility grant has been boosted to give 
them support. I will explain to them that we are a good government, and that we are facing problems head on and 
getting on with the job. If he gives me their names, I will write to them. But the member for Victoria Park will 
not do that. He does not want a solution. He likes to be in opposition. It is easy for him to be in opposition. He 
gets a bit of prominence and a bit of publicity. But he does not want to stay in opposition. He wants to get into 
government, because that is where we do stuff. It is where we do stuff like making good decisions, as this 
government has done. 

In talking about the living standards and quality of life of Western Australians, I want to talk about where I think 
the previous government’s biggest failing was. That was in Halls Creek. Western Australians in Halls Creek 
were living in squalor and dysfunction. At Mardiwah Loop in Halls Creek, that was quantified to the maximum 
for me. Two years into our term of government, we have provided 21 new houses for that community. That 
community was abandoned by members opposite. The people in that community did not have to worry about air 
conditioning! They did not even have a house! Up to 25 people were living in one house, and the former 
government let that happen. Two years in, this government has provided 21 new houses in Mardiwah Loop, and 
they have air conditioning—and I am sure they are using it, because it is damn hot in Mardiwah Loop. 
Something else is happening in Mardiwah Loop. Those people who are on fixed incomes, the age pension or the 
disability pension, as many of them are, are now the recipients of the Country Age Pension Fuel Card. That fuel 
card puts an extra $500 into their budget each year to allow them to meet those extra costs that they face. So, the 
people in Mardiwah Loop are living in a new house, with $500 worth of assistance from the government to meet 
their costs of living. There is also the electricity subsidy that the member has talked about. 

When we talk about living standards and quality of life of Western Australians, I am absolutely shocked that the 
member for West Swan talked about the toilet facilities at Koombana Bay in Bunbury. She thought that was a 
disgrace; people in Bunbury obviously are not allowed to go to the toilet. She talked about the CowParade 
exhibition in Margaret River. That exhibition raised $400 000 for charity. That is what she attacked. There was 
not one mention of Indigenous Western Australians. Shame, shame, shame! Not one mention! This government 
is about improving the living standards and the quality of life of Indigenous Western Australians. That is 
something that no-one would deny. What have we done about that? We have signed the biggest native title 
agreement ever signed in Australian history—the Yawuru native title agreement in Broome—which will 
empower the Aboriginal people of the north of the state. 

We have the Ord project up and running. It is delivering jobs, economic expansion and landownership for the 
first time to the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people in the West Kimberley. We have the Karratha Land Use 
Agreement with the Ngarluma people. It has given them an income stream, land in the rapidly expanding 
Pilbara, and the Ngarluma Aboriginal sustainable housing project in Roebourne. Through the Baiyungu 
agreement in Coral Bay, we are delivering native title settlements in Newman. The people who need it most are 
being supported by this government. Their living standards are up. They are glad to be Western Australians 
under a Liberal–National government. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [4.10 pm]: I will not support this motion. It is a very important motion 
that the house needs to debate. There have been some major improvements over the past two years, but there is 
still a long way to go in Western Australia. The government has made some major investments. It has made 
major investments in the child health area. As the Minister for Health said just the other week, the waiting lists 
for children who need speech therapy and physiotherapy have decreased, but there are still many children on 
those waiting lists. We know that early intervention can save millions of dollars later in life. A lot more still 
needs to be done in the child health area. 

I was pleased that the Leader of the National Party mentioned Indigenous health. I would like to have heard 
more members discuss the issue of funding for Indigenous health services. A lot more funding needs to be 
directed into Indigenous health services, particularly in regional areas. We do not have an assessment measure 
for children attending school who suffer from foetal alcohol syndrome. There is no way of measuring whether 
children in regional and metropolitan schools have foetal alcohol syndrome, and, because of that, they are not 
given the support they need and so immediately fall behind in school. It is brilliant that some research has been 
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done, and we can see why those children fall behind. It is not just one generation of children who have foetal 
alcohol syndrome; there are two or three generations of children, parents and possibly grandparents who have 
suffered from foetal alcohol syndrome living in our community. 

The Leader of the National Party mentioned that some progress has been made with the building of new houses 
in some areas. We know from the statistics that thousands of people in both metropolitan and regional areas are 
still without homes, so a lot more work needs to be done to house those people. We need to look at the types of 
houses that people need. Also, when houses are provided for people, they have to have responsibilities. People 
do not just have a right to a house, but there are responsibilities associated with those people being given a 
house. 

Another matter that was not discussed during this debate is the issue of alcohol. The member for Girrawheen 
interjected and asked what the government is doing about sexual assaults and domestic violence. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: We know that a major cause of sexual assaults and domestic violence is alcohol abuse. 

[Independent members’ time expired.] 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member. 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: My point of order relates to standing order 101, which refers to time limits on speeches. If 
one goes to page 55, one can see that the standing order refers to a matter of public interest. It indicates that 
government members are entitled to 30 minutes of speaking time in total. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Here we go! You’re going to be funny! 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Thank you, Leader of the House. I want to hear the member for 
Rockingham in silence. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Opposition members are entitled to 30 minutes of speaking time in total, and other 
members are entitled to five minutes of speaking time in total. The member for Alfred Cove has just used five 
minutes, which could have been shared between her, the member for Fremantle and the member for Kalgoorlie. I 
put it to you, Mr Acting Speaker, and perhaps you might like to deliberate on this with the Speaker, that given 
that the member for Alfred Cove, the member for Fremantle and the member for Kalgoorlie have all agreed to 
support the government on confidence matters and matters of supply, they are now part of the government and 
therefore the opportunity for them to be considered as special members under this particular standing order no 
longer exists. I think that is a fair point that everyone should acknowledge. If anyone were to be considered an 
“other” member in this place, it pains me to say that it would have to be the member for North West, who votes 
against the government on these matters more often than any of the other three members. It is a serious point. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: One at a time! Thank you, member for Fremantle. I will give you the call on the 
point of order in a moment. I want to hear the member for Rockingham in silence. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think it deserves some consideration as to whether those three members deserve any 
special consideration. I note that the member for Fremantle is about to speak. She is no longer a member of the 
Greens (WA) and, as we all know, has committed to support the government on all those important issues that I 
have raised. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Did the member for Fremantle want to address this point of order? 

Ms A.S. CARLES: Yes. I just want to point out that that was just complete lies, member for Rockingham. He 
actually said that the member for North West crosses the floor when the other three members do not, and he 
knows that that is a direct lie, because I am the only member who crosses the floor. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.S. CARLES: Members opposite might think it is really funny, but it is not. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle, take a seat! I do not need a point of order on this. I accept 
what you are saying, but I cannot allow you to call another member a liar. I am going to direct you to stand and 
withdraw that comment. 

Ms A.S. CARLES: I will not withdraw that. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I am going to deal with the member for Fremantle first before we go onto anything 
else. Member for Fremantle, it is unparliamentary. Standing order 92 exists for a reason. I am directing you to 
withdraw that comment.  

Ms A.S. CARLES: I did not lie; he lied. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: No-one in this house would want to see the progress of events such as those that are going to 
occur. Everyone in this house should know that if a member refuses to withdraw when he or she utters words 
calling someone a liar, the Speaker in the house has no alternative but to suspend the member. I just want to take 
a brief pause to ask the member for Fremantle to think again. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Acting Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Does the Leader of the House want to speak on this issue with the member for 
Fremantle. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, on this issue, and then I am happy to take up the issue with the manager of 
opposition business. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I am happy to take your comments. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Acting Speaker, the point at issue is what you believe you heard the member for 
Fremantle say. I assure you that she did not call somebody a liar. She said that what he said was a lie. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): I clearly heard the member for Fremantle, and I clearly 
instructed her to withdraw her remarks. Member for Fremantle, I am going to ask you for the last time to stand 
and withdraw your comments. 

Ms A.S. CARLES: I withdraw. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Point of Order Resumed 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Further to the first point of order, I believe the manager of opposition business has abused 
the standing orders of this house today and I will explain why. Mr Acting Speaker (Mr J.M. Francis), you gave 
him a lot of time to raise his point of order, and I would very much like — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I have made up my mind on the point of order raised by the member for 
Rockingham. There is two years of precedent in this place for Independent members to speak for five minutes in 
these debates. I am going to count the five minutes that the member for Alfred Cove has had as others’ time, and 
go back to the principle of having 30 minutes a side. However, I say to the member for Rockingham that I will 
take up privately this point with the Speaker and allow him to address the house at a later stage. We have a 
couple of minutes left on the clock for both sides, and the member for Alfred Cove has used up the five minutes 
for others. I am going to resume my seat and give someone else the call in this debate. 

Debate Resumed 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [4.20 pm]: At the heart of the matter being debated today is the fact that this 
government has increased expenditure by 26 per cent over two years. That 26 per cent has allowed a lot of things 
to happen, and many of them are good things, but the point of the debate is that the people who are paying the 
money for the government to increase its spending are people who cannot afford it—namely, ordinary families, 
who have been hit very hard by the 46 per cent increase in electricity, the 30 per cent increase in water, the extra 
emergency services levy of $28 a year and the extra landfill levy tax. People are hurting, which is why the cards 
we had returned to us in such numbers—several hundred in my electorate alone—indicate that people have had 
enough and that they are paying too much for the spending of this government. However, I want to thank those 
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opposite who have contributed to this debate, because it is now clearly on the record how arrogant and out of 
touch they are. They have no idea how their decisions are impacting on the lives of ordinary people, affecting 
their living standards and lowering their quality of life. 

I recently visited a lady in Joondanna who had asked me for some help. She has had a disability for some years 
and had to go for another operation. She recounted to me that when she came home from the operation, a friend 
had come to stay with her. The friend had complained and asked her, “Why is your house so cold?” This was 
about three months ago. She replied, “Because I can’t afford to heat it.” This is a lady who manages well on her 
pension and meets her bills, so to be able to pay her bills she did not heat her house in winter; she put on extra 
clothes, and her visitor, who was looking after her, found it very, very difficult. 

The Premier has simply said that there is not a problem because he has improved living standards by allowing 
people to shop until nine o’clock at night! They can go and stay in shopping centres! It does not matter that they 
cannot air condition their homes in summer or heat them in winter; their quality of life has improved because the 
Premier has allowed them to go to shopping centres until nine o’clock at night! How arrogant is that? That is his 
solution, but he has gone even further. I can go and tell the lady in Joondanna that her quality of life has 
improved because he has brought the V8 Supercars Championship Series back to Barbagallo Raceway, after 
having lost it! That is going to do wonders for her quality of life, when she cannot heat her house in winter or 
cool it in summer. That is what this Premier wants. 

The Deputy Premier actually said that utility costs are not a big item in family budgets; they are only a small 
component! The Deputy Premier goes home to sleep in his own bed at night and receives an allowance of $255 
for one night! I have to tell my constituents that that would pay their electricity bills for two months or more, yet 
the Deputy Premier says that there is no problem; it is only a little item in the budget. 

We have received thousands of cards indicating that those increases in electricity and water are really hurting 
ordinary people out there, and they are being forced to lower their quality of food, cut out some of their 
excursions and go cold in winter. That is the work of this arrogant government. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse) [4.24 pm]: I will make two points. First, the biggest factor that contributes to 
quality of life is having a job. This government took the state through the global financial crisis. Between July 
2008 and now, we have created 54 000 jobs in Western Australia. That is 54 000 Western Australians who enjoy 
a better quality of life because they have jobs. What was the Leader of the Opposition’s policy solution when the 
GFC arose? He wanted to form a committee. We went out and made sure that 54 000 people got a job.  

What else contributes to quality of life? Increased salaries. Adult full-time ordinary earnings in Western 
Australia have increased over the past two years by 4.6 per cent, which is $154 a week. That adds to quality of 
life; it is much higher than the national average. The Deputy Premier referred to the WA Council of Social 
Service report. Can members guess when, according to that report, the biggest increases in costs of living 
occurred? It was in 2007–08. Who was in government then? It was not us. The biggest contributing factor was 
rents. Why did rents go up by so much in that period? It was because between 2004 and 2006, in the land of 
plenty under the aspiring Lord Mayor of Perth, we ran out of land. The price of houses went through the roof and 
rents followed. That was between 2004 and 2006, and that is the fundamental issue. Over the past financial year, 
the cost of living, according to WACOSS, increased by 2.1 per cent—a record low outcome. Members opposite 
can stand and bluster all they like but the facts, compiled by that great traditional friend and ally of the Liberal 
Party, WACOSS, speak for themselves. WACOSS goes out with long-term funding the Labor Party put in place 
to help fund its political campaign—the member for Maylands was there, against the then opposition—and 
produces these reports. These reports clearly show that the cost of living under this government has increased at 
a much lower rate than it did under the previous government. That is what it says about the cost of living. 

With regard to electricity prices, everybody in the state understands that the reason we have an issue is the 
mismanagement of the previous government. I only wish I had time to read into Hansard a letter written by Piers 
Verstegen, published in The West Australian on 15 November 2010, but I do not. Very quickly, he states in 
part — 

Again we see the WA Opposition criticising the Premier for increasing domestic energy prices. 

… 

…political populism… 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (22) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  

Noes (26) 

Mr F.A. Alban Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A. Krsticevic Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.T. Miles Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Dr M.D. Nahan  
Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter  

            

Pairs 

 Mrs C.A. Martin Mr I.M. Britza 
 Mr P.B. Watson Mr A.P. Jacob 
 Ms R. Saffioti Mr P. Abetz 
 Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.K. Waldron 
 Mr M.P. Whitely Mr V.A. Catania 

Question thus negatived. 
 


